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Uxbridge Brook subject of assessment

On the heels of the announcement of continuing work
on Brock St. as part of the downtown revitalization proj-
ect, the Uxbridge Brook may soon undergo a makeover.

The Township of Uxbridge and the Region of Durham
recently initiated a Municipal Class Environmental As-
sessment to evaluate possible replacement designs for the
culvert that runs underneath Brock St. in the downtown
business area.

The culvert, which is approximately 200 metres long
and carries the Uxbridge Brook through the downtown,
extends from Centennial Dr. downstream underneath
the municipal parking lot on the north side of Brock St.

“These are structural issues and nothing too seri-
ous at this point,” said Ben Kester, director of Public
Works for Uxbridge Township. “The current design

should last another 10 to 20 years but we are setting a
goal for the future.”

The study will also evaluate opportunities for reduc-
ing the risk of flooding in the downtown core, a problem
that came to the forefront after the Peterborough flood
in 2005.

The public will have the opportunity to provide in-
put on the project and voice their concerns at Public
Information Centres (PICs), the first of which will take
place in October or November.

There will be three PICs over the course of the study
to provide additional information, identify alterna-
tive designs being evaluated, answer questions from
the public regarding the project and generate feedback
and comments.

Aug 25, 2010 - Uxbridge Standard
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Designed Lifestyles with Susan Fedorka

Buy Canadian

As we leok back on the year that
has been, and forward to the
holiday season, several trends or
events stick out in cur minds.
First of all, the drive to be
“Green” is still going strong as is
the movement to buy locally

f rasTiNG NUGGET!
- ﬁmmcezwmb

ALL PRICEE‘- 1N EFFECT
UMTIL THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 2, 2010,

wwnw. mimmeatshops.com

which was evidenr with all the
farmers” markets, grown locally
signs and recipes highlighting
Ontario produce.

As we move into the gift-buy-
ing seasan, give some thought 1o
continuing these trends. Over
the years [ have discussed the
importance of sustainability and

how it has become the new buzz
word for everything that touches
our lives - from the way we
design our buildings to the prod-
ucts we use in chem.

Buying Canadian-made prod-
ucts can be difficult o do, espe-
cially with our tunnel vision of
wanting items to be as inexpen-

ey Sive to buy as possible. This has

¥ cesulted in a influx of poorly
# made products being imported

from countries with poor labour

# laws and questionable environ-

¥ mental controls.

f will be

However, there are many local

& artisans and craftsmen who
# make wonderful items that can

be given as gifts chis yeat. There
abundance of
Christmas and chusch fairs from
which 10 make your selection as
well as artists who have exhibits

an

E or studios that offer wonderful
{ gift ideas.

Your son or daughter may pre-
er a gift card buz mest children

g will eventually be going off 10
|& school so why not purchase a
@ solid, Canadian buile desk or
| bookshelf for them that will
t stand the rigors of moving and
g overuse?

Years ago, we would know the

names of the top Canadian man-
ufacturers, but have
changed and few of us would be
able to name one manufacturer
of either furniture or appliances.
Fortunately there is a website -
www.qualitycanadianfurniture.c
a thac lists many Canadian furni-
ture manufacturers {and there
are a few right here in Uxbridge
- see page 12).

Initially, buying a solidly build
piece of furniture might appear
to be too expensive, but well
made furniture can be repaired,
painted or stained to match your
décar and should stand up 10 a
great deal of wear and tear.

For those of you who didn't
catch the article, apparendy the
new trend for moms is to buy
solidly built furniture when the
baby is born and adapt it to the
child as they grow older. So an
antique bureau, with fts wide top
will initially be used as a chang-
ing table and then as the child
grows, it will be used as a bureau
and because it is solid wood, it
can be painted, stripped and re-
painted to reflect the changing
styles and trends.

How many times have you seen
barely used baby furnirure at
garage sales?

Initially, it may be easier and
cheaper to walk into a big box
store and buy a bookcase that is

times

imported from overseas and
made out of chipboard and card-
board, but in a year or two,
when it starts to fall apart, not
only will we be adding to the
dumps, but will we know what
we are adding?

I recently ook recyclable scuff
to the local dump and [ was
amazed at the products that pea-
ple are tossing out and you have
to know, just from leoking at the
quality of the stff, that it isn'c
all thar old.

So, now that we accept that
buying our food, bread, cheese
and wine locally is the right
thing to do, let's support the rest
of the Canadian cconomy and
buy furniture and other gifts
manufactured here.

Finally, as the holiday season
approaches, and gift buying sea-
son is upon us, think about sup-
porting the local craft shows and
vendors. Yes, it is definitely eas-
ier to buy gift cards, but we have
many gifted local artisans, artists
'rlﬂd wD()dwOrI(ers who desewe
our support.

d Public meeting tonight on reducing flood risk
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and Vindaloo's)

Bec11 Full Count
Dec 18 Al Matthews

905 852 1003

Come in and try one of our

Dec 4 Susan latimer

1/2 Price menu appetizers between 3-5 pm
BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARYIES NOW,

Uxbridge Arms
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( Butter Chicken, Chicken Curry, Veg S amosa’s,

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
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JAM NIGHT
With Howard Ross
9-12pm

LIXBRIDGE ARMS
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The Township of Uxbridge and Region of Durham have initiated a Municipal Class Environmental
Assessmen to evaluace alternarive solutions for reducing flood risk in the downtown Uxbridge area. The
project will alsa consider replacement options for the 200 meter Jong culvert that conveys Uxbridge
Brook underneath Brock Street, often an element under discussion in Uxbridge’s downtown revitaliza-
tion plans.

Various alternative solutions will be analyzed and evaluated based on feasible engineering technologies,
natural, social, economic and cultural environments, cost and ultimate timeline for implementarion.
The first Public Information Centre (PIC} # 1 is scheduled for tonight, Thursday, Nov. 25, from 510 9
p-m. at the municipal offices. The purpose of the first PIC is to intraduce the study, answer questions
regarding the project, and solicit feedback and comments. Public input during the planning process of
this praject is encouraged,

The Township and Region are interested in hearing any comments or conceens the public may have
with respect to this study. Comments will be maintained for reference throughout the project and will
become part of the public record. Under the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and
the Environmental Assessment Act, unless otherwise stated in the submission, any personal information
such as name, address, telephone number and property location included in a submission will become
part of the public record files for this matter and will be released, if requested, to any person.

If you have any comments or questions, require any furcher information abour the study or the
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process, or wish to be included as a stakeholder, please con-
tact the Township of Uxbridge.

Following the PIC, the material presented at the meeting will be posted on the Region's website under
Departments > Works > Studies and Projects.
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Townshi‘p' to hold'ope_n h..ouse on environmental assessment

DARRYL KNIGHT
The Uxbridge Standard ! Now 25 ] 299

Members of the public are invited to attend a pair
of open houses at Uxbridge Township offices later

* thiis month.

The Township of Uxbridge and Region of Durham are
inviting the public to a Public Information Centre regard-
ing a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment to eval-
uate alternative solutions to reduce the risk of flooding in
the Uxbridge downtown area.

The project will also consider options for the replace-
ment of the 200-metre long culvert that conveys Uxbridge
Brook underneath Brock St.

The Public Information Centre (PIC) regarding the
evaluation of alternative solutions to reduce the risk of
flooding in the downtown area of Uxbridge is scheduled
for Thursday, Nov. 25, from $ p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Town-

ship of Uxbridge Municipal Office, located at 51 Toronto
St.S.in Uxbridge.

.The purpose of the Public Information Centre is to in-
troduce the study, answer questions regarding the proj-
ect and solicit feedback and comments from the public.
Public input during the planning process of this project
is encouraged.

The township and the region are interested in hear-
ing any comments or concerns the public may have with
respect to this study. Comments will be maintained for
reference throughout the project and will become part
of the public record. Under the Freedom of Information
and Protection of Privacy Act and the Environmental As-
sessment Act, unless otherwise stated in the submission,
personal information such as name, address, telephone
number and propetty location will become part of the
public record for this matter and will be released, if re-
quested, to any person.

If you have any comments or questions, require any
further information about the study or the Municipal
Class Environmental Assessment process, or wish to be
included as a stakeholder, contact: Ben Kester, Director
of Public Works for the Township of Uxbridge at 205-
852-9181, ext. 215 or bkester@town.uxbridge.on.ca; David

Dunn, Engineering Technician with the Regional Munic-

ipality of Durham, at 905-668-7711, ext. 3422 or at david.
dunn@dyrbam.ca; or Jennifer Haslett, Project Coordinator
with SRM Associates at 905-686-6402 or jhaslett@srmas-
sociates.org.

Following the Public Information Centre, the material
presented at the meeting will be posted on the Region’s
web site, at www.durbam.ca.

Members of the public are also invited to a budget
open house to be held in council chambers on Monday,
Nov. 29, from 6:30 p.m. co 8:30 p.m., to provide input on
the 2011 municipal budget.
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Crews start work on culvert that closed road
Metroland - Kawartha Division
Tuesday November 30, 2010

(BEAVERTON) Thorah Concession 2 could re-open in time for the holidays.

In an interview Monday, Brock Township CAO/Clerk Thom Gettinby said that crews will soon begin
replacing a culvert that has closed the road for nine months.

"We've been advised that the contractor should be able to mobilize crews this week and that the
work should be completed by Dec. 22," Mr. Gettinby said.

The road has been closed to through traffic west of Highway 12 since early March after the culvert
partially collapsed. The road was deemed unsafe for traffic after an engineer investigated several
large cracks in the concrete base of the culvert and a pair of sizable holes in the road bed.

While the project wasn't included in this year's budget, council decided to proceed with the work after
two other culvert replacements in other areas of the municipality came in well under budget.

Nearly $850,000 was set aside in this year's budget to replace culverts on Concession 11 and
Thorah Sideroad but they will only cost slightly more than $340,000. While a funding agreement with
the provincial and federal governments for the culvert on Thorah Sideroad means the municipality
won't receive the full break on that project, it's expected the Township saved around $400,000 on
those two projects.



Flood risk in downtown Uxbridge under review
Uxbridge Times-Journal
Tuesday November 30, 2010

UXBRIDGE -- The Township is looking at ways to reduce flood risk in downtown Uxbridge by
studying alternatives to the current Brock Street culvert.

Staff held a public information session at Town Hall on Nov. 25 to introduce the environmental
assessment study, answer questions and get feedback from the public regarding the project.

The purpose is to look at ways to reduce the flood risk in downtown Uxbridge by focusing on the
Brock Street culvert. According to the study, the 200-metre culvert, which encloses Uxbridge Brook
between Centennial Drive and a parking lot north of Brock Street, is a bottleneck during a severe
flood.

During a major flood event such as Hurricane Hazel that hit in 1954, land next to the Uxbridge
Brook, particularly between Elgin Pond and Brock Street, was flooded.

While the study recommends "the deteriorated condition of the culvert" would require that it be
replaced, there are no current recommendations on what to replace it with, only a "preferred option"
that was contained a 1983 flood relief study.

In that study, a twin concrete box culvert located to the east and at a higher elevation of the current
structure was recommended. Part of the current study involves evaluating the merits of the 1983
study and to propose new ideas to fit current needs.

The next step of the project includes completing supporting studies, exploring possible solutions and
identifying recommended solutions. Those recommended solutions will then be presented at a future
public information session.

For more information or to get a copy of the study, visit Uxbridge Town Hall, the Township's website
or the Region of Durham website. There is also information about who to contact with questions,
comments or for those wishing to become a stakeholder in the study.
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Downtown flood will happen, but when?

by Roger Varley

It is a certainty that downtown
Uxbridge will be hit with a major
flood. The only question is
“when?”

So says Tom Fowle, chair of’

Uxbridge's watershed committee.
Mr. Fowle said that is why the

~ 7 One Stop
... Shopping
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wiw. deanwat-
sonchrysler.ca

e New * Used
- ® Service ® Parts

Dean Watson Aurto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

905-852-3313

information session

Township is currenty undertak-

. ing an environmental assessment

with regard to the culvert carry-
ing the Uxbridge Brook

Main Street, with major property
damage and possible loss of life.
He said such a flood is known as

can't say when it will happen.”
He said public works director
Ben Kester was authorized in

through the heart of the |

downtown core, - under |

Brock Street. The study, © " &

now into its fourth month,
is being done by a consult-
ant hired by the Township
and the Region. Part of the |
study included a public
' last
week, at which were pre-
sented some preliminary
possibilities for dealing with
a major flood. i;:.l.\.-
Mr. Fowle said a study [E58%
done in 1983 concluded
that a major regional storm -
“something like  Hurricane
Hazel” - could see the downtown

core under about two metres of

water from Toronto S[I‘CEE to

a 200-year storm.

“In any 200-year period, it is sta-
tistically certain such a flood will
happen,” he said. “It is wrong to
say it will never happen. You just

2008 to engage a con-
sultant in concert with
{ the Region to do a new
study. Durham Region is
| involved because it owns
| the centre part of the
M culvert under Brock
Street, while the town-
ship owns the north and
south ends.

Mr. Fowle said a num-
ber of people attending
the informarion session
suggested they would

like to see the culvert
" opened north of Brock
Street. While such a move has its
backers on Township Council,
opening up the brook would have
an impact on downtown parking
and downtown revitalization
plans. He said wwo of three stud-
ies on the culvert in recent years

have recommended the culvert be B8

replaced.

Asked about the possibility of :

looking further upstream for

solutions to prevent downtown
flooding, Mr. Fowle said that has
been studied but there is not
enough storage capacity upstream
to hold the expected surge of
water. )

“We have to find a way to chan-
nel it through the downtown,” he
said.

He said the current study is
building on the work of the 1983
study. “We're not re-inventing
the wheel,” he added.

A second public information
session is likely to be held some-
time in March, with a third slated
for some time later in the new
year.

TomDoherty
BA, MOl ‘




INFORMATION SESSION

Flood risk in downtown Uxbridge under review

Public feedback
sought during meeting

UXBRIDGE -- The Township is looking at
ways to reduce flood risk in downtown
Uxbridge by studying alternatives to the
current Brock Street culvert.

Staff held a public information session
at Town Hall on Nov. 25 to introduce the
environmental assessment study, answer
questions and get feedback from the pub-
lic regarding the project.

The purpose is to look at ways to reduce
the flood risk in downtown Uxbridge
by focusing on the Brock Street culvert.
According to the study, the 200-metre

culvert, which encloses Uxbridge Brook

* between Centennial Drive and a parking
lot north of Brock Street, is a bottleneck
during a severe flood.

During a major flood event such as Hur-
ricane Hazel that hit in 1954, land next to
the Uxbridge Brook, particularly between
Elgin Pond and Brock Street, was flooded.

While the study recommends “the dete-

-

riorated condition of the culvert” would
require that it be replaced, there are no
current recommendations on what to
replace it with, only a “preferred option”

‘that was contained a 1983 flood relief

study.

In that study, a twin concrete box cul-
vert located to the east and at a higher
elevation of the current structure was
recommended. Part of the current study
involves evaluating the merits of the 1983
study and to propose new ideas to fit cur-
rent needs.

The next step of the project includes

completing supporting studies, exploring
possible solutions and identifying recom-
mended solutions. Those recommend-
ed solutions will then be presented at a
future public information session.

For more information or to get a copy
of the study, visit Uxbridge Town Hall,
the Township's website or the Region of
Durham website. There is also informa-
tion about who to contact with questions,
comments or for those wishing to become
a stakeholder in the study.
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UXBRIDGE - A study on ways to reduce flood risk in Uxbridge has been unveiled.
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Uxbridge committee met with 'roar of
silence' over downtown flood
alleviation issue

Jul 19, 2011 - 09:12 AM
DON CAMPBELL

UXBRIDGE -- The chair of the Uxbridge Watershed Committee is urging
downtown residents and business owners to step up and offer their input on
a downtown flood alleviation strategy.

Committee chair Tom Fowle said he has been disappointed with progress in
developing a downtown flood alleviation strategy with those who would be
most affected by a potential flood during a recent update to Uxbridge council.

"We've been met by a roar of silence,” he said of efforts to meet and discuss
the issue with area residents and business owners.

"We don't want to arrive at a solution only to have people say they don't like
it and have to start the project over again,” he said.

He noted that past efforts to reach out have been met with silence, but
added that a meeting is being set up with the Uxbridge BIA where he hopes
to further discuss the issue.

The watershed committee is a committee of Uxbridge council made up of
appointed members. It serves as an advisory body to council with a focus on
implementing watershed plans within the township. Mr. Fowle also provided
an update on other recent and current projects including installing stream
signs, the yellow fish road project, golf course policy, as well as stormwater
phosphorus removal.

"There has been very slow progress on phosphorus removal,”" noted Mr.
Fowle, adding he hopes to have more information on how effective recent
tree planting has been in reducing levels for the next council update.

Council was also updated on upcoming programs including a watershed walk,
concert, a Toronto Region Conservation Authority stormwater program and
using social networking to promote the committee's projects.
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Public meeting to outline options for avoiding downtown flood -

by Roger Varley

Yellow ribbons are tied to two lampposts on
the south side of Brock Streer West. One

lamppost stands in front of the Uxbridge:

Youth Centre, the other in front of the former
Usbridge Country Kitchen. -

The ribbons are just over seven feet above the

sidewalk and indicate how high flood waters
could reach should the township be hit by a
"regional” storm {defined as a 12 hour storm
with a maximum intensity of 53 mm/hr and
a total rainfall of 212 mm, approximately 8
inches). A photo montage in the window of
the youth centre shows whart the street would
look like under seven feet of water. Tom Fowle
of the Uxbridge Watershed Committee said
the flood water on the south side of the stores
on Brock Streer would be as much as 18 feet
deep. . -
He explained at a press briefing Monday that
a regional storm is the type that can statistical-
ly be expected to hit the area once every 200
years and cause major flooding and atrendant
damage.

M. Fowle showed slides documenting some
of the damage caused in several towns in
Vermont earlier this year when the East Coast
was hit by Hurricane Irene. He also showed a
photo taken in 1965 in the area now known
as Uxbridge's Centennial Park, where flood

waters, caused by a combination of rain and a

heavy spring snow melt, covered the plain.
Also in his presentation were maps showing

the area of the town that could be flooded in

the event of a major storm. The flooding, he

said, would extend from Main Street to
Toronto Street and from Reach Street to
north of Dominion Streer. Mr. Fowle said
such flooding would cause an estimated $15
million in damages, none of it insurable.

The watershed committee and the Township
are currently in the process of conducting a
$170,000 environmental assessment related
to reconstruction of the culvert which carries
the Uxbridge Brook under downtown
Uxbridge. At the end of the assessment,
expected nexe summer, the experts expect to
arrive at the best possible solution for replac-
ing the current culverc and alleviating the
potential for devastating flooding,

Ben Kester, director of public works, said the
culvert as it currently exists was built in abour
nine sections, consisting of concrete in some
sections, steel pipe in others and, under Brock
Street itself, a stone arch. One of the possible
solucions is to enlarge the present culvert
under the street and then construct an open
channel along what is now the municipal
parking lot. Mr. Kester said there would also
be problems associated with smaller cubverts
further north along the stream.

He said there could be as many as five possi-
ble options, which he will introduce at a pub-
lic meering at the council chambers at 6 p.m.
on Wednesday, Nov. 2. Mr. Fowle observed
that whatever solution is decided upon, “every,

alternative has positive and negative effects”.

But, he added, going ahead with a project to
protect the town from a regional storm would
eliminate the risk of loss of life, lower the risk
of property damage, increase property values
and allow for more development downtown.
Currently, the Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority allows no new devel-

_opment in the downtown area until a flood

plan is in place. _
However, whatever solution is arrived at, Mr,
Kester noted with will take "many millions"

o implement.

"It might get too expensive to build for a
regional storm" he said.

Mr. Fowle urged residents, especially those
whose properties might be affected by flood-
ing from a regional storm, to artend the pub-
lic information session.

»

DURHAM
REGION

Uxbridge Downtown Flood Reduction
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #2

WORKS DEPARTMENT

OCTOBER 20, 2011

PUBLIC NOTICE |}

The Township of Uxbridge and Region of Durham .
have iniiated a Municipal Class Environmental
Assessment to evaluate alternative solutions for
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reducing flood risk in the downtown Uxbridge area.
The project will also consider replacement options
for the 200 melre long culvert that conveys Uxbridge,
Brook underneath Brock Street (refer to Key Map).

The study is proceeding in accordance with the
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment,
October 2000, as amended in 2007 - Schedule ‘'C". -
Various alternative solutions will be anaiyzed and
evaluated based on feasible engineering
technologies, natural, social, economic and cultural
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UXBRIDGE - H[gh on a ladder, Tom Fowle, chairman of the Uxbridge Watershed Advisory Board, measured and marked ’rhe height floo
waters from the Uxbridge Brook would be in downtown Uxbndge in the evenT of aregional storm event.

Flood warning in Uxbridge

MEASURES FOR DOWNTOWN ON MEETING AGENDA2

DON CAMPBELL

dcampbell@durhamregion.com

UXBRIDGE -- Imagine downtown Uxbridge
under more than seven feet of water,

It could happen during a_major storm, one
similar to Hurricane Hazel that swept threugh

the area in 1954, and local officials are trying
to finally find a solution,

The main issue is the Brock Street culvert, a
200-metre structure that carries the Uxbridge

- Brook northwards through the downtown.

According to various studies the culvert is
deficient and would cause a bottleneck dur-

ing a severe ﬂood "A flood would devastat
this part of the downtown,” said Tom Fowl
chairman of the Uxbridge Watershed Advist

- ry Committee. “Who knows how long it woul

take to recover?” .

See UXBRIDGE page 5

EXTRA watch
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: Since downtown ﬂoodrng is not an insur-

' able ‘Tisk'theé loss in. damageswouldhave to
 be covered by property owners, added Mr. -

~ Fowle.
Identified asa ﬂood nslcm 1983, the Brock
Street-culvert is made up-of nine different

sections ‘that encloses the Uxbridge Brook

between Geritennial Dnve and a parlong lot

" - nortliof Brock Street. :
“Ttwis:installed in sections over ‘theyears, . .

with: one portion containing a stone arch-

way believed to. be from the late 19th cen-

tury, noted Be Kester, Uxbndges drrector
- f_pubhc‘ orks

"~ mtensrty of 53 millitnetres of rain.per
Hour and-a-total ralr.lfall of 212 mﬂhmetres,
water levels would' nearly reach the roof-
tops.of some downtown bulldmgs, said Mr,
Fowle,

. In front of the youth centre near Brock
and Toronto streets;” which: is the lowest -
pointin downtown. Uxbndge, ‘water ‘lev- -

els could: reaoh 2 3 metres m the case of a
severe ﬂood

. ‘indicate how- hrgh the water would reach
: approxrmately $15 rm]]ron in. damages to )
' the downtown. '

eglonal storm, one- thatj
ours and have a maxi-

; 'I‘own Hall, 51 Toronto St (S,

In addition to avordmg massive proper-

" ty damage, Mi, Fowle noted the benefits of |
‘ allevratmg the flood Tisk mclude prevent— ¥

ing potentraI loss of: life or injury as wel

“as Temoving downtown property develop’ ?

ment resmcuons that are in place because
of the issue..

The  environmental : assessment process |
oni the. culveért began last August and- the

first public mformanon centre was- held in

November-2010. .~ :..
The first public mformatlon centre was -

“poorly attended and Mr. Fowle empha- .

sized the importance of all residents’ getiing

-involved because a-downtown ﬂood wou]d

affectall of Usbridge. = .
“We hope ‘to' engage -the- pubhc and get

_people involved in the: process,” he said.

- The information centre will present find-

“ings from studies done on the downtown
-flooding -i$sue and review solutions being-
considered. Officials from the. Township -
and Region will be on hand to answer ques—

tions.
Res1dents and: busmess owners are-
encouraged --to' “atténd  and’ offer their

- insights_on Nov. 2, from 6 to- 830 p.m. at'_

s |-

E,e‘-.’!.‘

i‘fig :

40 -

¥

22
24,
26,
27,
28.
29
30
32
33.

17

35,

T A T
: Haimeny

.- Aequainicnces

Fendor flaw ... 54, Big Bdnd, a.g.
, Promo producers E '55’ “Beslle Ba_lley st
Danger - - "7 7 56 Prudish ¥

. And 58. Pismire

" ‘Corded fabric \ . 59. African-onimal, :
Spom : * " 60. Take legal uchor

. IsYeurlife™ - - &1, Suil

Unif of length - - &4, °0ld stnnged st
"Cat's call - ; ' " 68, Griditon org.
Feudal lord s v T T 66, Skunk!s defense
Home Agom addlhon 3 6F. Belllering’s shorl
Mix thetoughly 3% .- 48: Habher'
Young fish - 71, O yonder _
Shopper's bag ° o 73 -Siringed instrume

Hurl > . 75,




The Uxbridge Cosmos

Thursday, November 10* 2011

Flood control could change face of ddwntown

by Roger Varley

Uxbridge residents were given five
different approaches to preparing for
the "200-year storm” at a- public
open house Nov, 2,

The well-attended open house
showed alternarives ranging from
merely enlarging the culvert thar
carrfes the Uxbridge Brook under
Brock Street between Toronte and
Main Streets to removal of many of
the buildings between Bascom Street
and Toronto Street.

Whatever approach is eventually
taken, it will be costly. The suggest-
ed costs of the alternatives ranged
from approximately $1 million to
$5 million.

The first suggested approach is to

enlarge the culvert. On the plus side,
this would open the downtown area
to more development: on the minus
side it would involve the removal of
some buildings on Brock, or at least
their basements. The cost would be
abour $3.5 million.

The second approach would be to
open. the brook through the down-
town and install a bridge on Brock
Street. Such a move would see the
removal of the stores now located
between Rush Photo and the
Kidsignment store. Cost: $5 mil-
lion.

The third proposal would see
buildings removed and the culvert
left in place: this would allow any
flood warers to flow through the
downtown core. Cost, $1 million.

system of overflow pipes along
Bascom Street to carry any flood
waters past the downtown core. This
would cost about $4 million.

The final option would see a vari-
ety of undertakings, including
widening the present flood plain
through excavation, installing larger
culverts and the removal of one or
two streets, all at 2 cost of abourt $3

"million.

‘The team involved in the planning,
consisting of representatives from
the Region, the Township, the
Uxbridge watershed committee and
consulrants SRM Associates, offered
as their preferred solution a combi-
nation of options 1, 2 and 5 at 2 cost
of between $3 million and $5 mil-
lion.

Although the public were invited

to comment on the proposals pre-
sented, the final display board might
have left some confused. It laid out
the steps that will now be taken to
bring the project to fruition. The
first step, it stated, would be to
examine the public comments, The
second step, however, would be to
"confirm the preferred alternative”,
leaving some wondering what was
the point of soliciting comments.
Whatever approach is taken, the

experts said some action is needed to -

prepare for what is termed "a region-
al storm", something they say is sta-
tistically certain within the next 200
years. Such a storm, they say, could
leave Brock Streer under seven feet
of water and Centennial Park under
18 feet of water if no improvements
are made to the current watercourse.

Maria Guido, owner of the builc
ing that houses Mondo hair -salo
and Kidsignment, said some of th
proposals were hard to absorb.

"I've just finished a lot of work o
my building,” she said, "and m
basement is dry." Her building sir
almost directly above the culvert.

John Rodych, owner of Uxbridg
Shoe Repair, took a pragmati
approach after viewing the displays
“I'll have to wait and see what hag
pens,” he said. "What happens, hag
pens.” _

Public Works director Ben Kest
said it likely will be some time i
January before any decisions a1
made on what approach to take.

Option Number Four calls for a




5

vi

2011 lh_ '

Nnvemher IO

=)

Uxbridg'l"r_in'l

2
"s"

Ux :-dge talks ﬂoof" rlsk

N v 2 mfofmqﬁ. 5N sessmn whmh stretches more than 200 meres and

carries the Uxbridge Brook north through °
GﬂT -the .downtown core. Accordmg to various
.. studies, the culvert is deficiént and ‘could"

. _ “~
ﬂ, T St i causeabotﬂeneckdunngaservestorm L
.! NNIFERWALKER . -* - - ".. ' “Thigig g major and nnportant project” .

iwalk.e:@dl;rhamrégion;pom o0 e said Mr. Fowl
o s , cioom 7 They project.cannot proceed unul an Exm—
ronmental. Assessment is complete, ‘which

“'UXBRIDGE - Should a. major stonn is expected to be done by June. ‘Funding
-descend on Uxbndge, residents could see ‘wﬂlhave to then be obtained but M, Fowie

. Tom. Fowle, the tumout was surpnsmgl’

.the Townshlp Large d15play boards were set .
. Various plans; solutions; costs and ideas.

:ma]or ﬂoodmg Is -the Brock SiIeet culvert, :

ﬂlemselves ﬂo_atingm seve'n feet of water.. ¢ - explam d that the project plans are too pre:
:In 1954 Hurricane’ ed: thto siildrlite fo’ estimate a cost. Detailed -engi-
ne rmg and follow: If the Envi-
- ronirerital’A%s §tompleted’ bynext
summer, Mr; Fowle said, the -project could -
be 7 le;gd twotothreey later,
' Iy, i ‘héldlast
“week, ﬂlggdlsplays offered*some‘msxgh into -
" fives dlﬁerent plans to-n'-:selv.;aa the D blem

LA b3 ne ‘ Qn'
[ sunﬂar“gst‘orm should"reoccur the cur—

mation centfe was el According to th
Uxbridge Watershed Commlttee chairman

good R
. The eveniing was set up by project consul- -
tants SRM Associates and was presented by

s, de o]mon of multiple

up around the council chambers, shomn_g :

The main concern and possible cause'df * ti . etlngS' cali Mr. Kester

‘ preferred altemauve :




	(2009-11-26) Uxbridge Times Journal
	(2010-08-25) Uxbridge Standard
	(2010-11-25) The Uxbridge Cosmos
	(2010-11-25) Uxbridge Standard
	(2010-11-30) Metroland
	(2010-11-30) Uxbridge Times Journal
	(2010-12-02) The Uxbridge Cosmos
	(2010-12-02) Uxbridge Times Journal
	(2011-07-19)
	(2011-10-27) The Uxbridge Cosmos
	(2011-10-27) Uxbridge Times Journal
	(2011-11-10) The Uxbridge Cosmos
	(2011-11-10) Uxbridge Times Journal



